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MAYESPARK PRIMARY SCHOOL

Art and Design Policy 

Aims
At our school, we aim to inspire every child to develop confidence, creativity and technical skill in Art and Design. We want pupils to build a strong foundation of artistic knowledge and practical skills that will not only prepare those who choose future pathways in the creative industries but also enable all children to appreciate, apply and enjoy art throughout their lives.

Our Art and Design curriculum is carefully sequenced to ensure clear progression in knowledge, skills and techniques. Each stage of learning builds upon prior experiences, enabling pupils to develop increasing independence, confidence and mastery across a range of artistic disciplines.

Children explore the formal elements of art, including colour, line, shape, form, texture, tone and pattern, through a wide variety of creative experiences. They are encouraged to experiment, take risks and refine their ideas while developing critical thinking and problem-solving skills. These experiences support learning across the wider curriculum, fostering creativity and enabling pupils to make meaningful connections between subjects.

We believe that Art and Design plays a vital role in supporting children's emotional wellbeing and self-expression. In an ever-changing world, providing opportunities for children to communicate their thoughts, feelings and experiences through creative practice is more important than ever. Our curriculum creates a safe, inclusive and inspiring environment where every child can explore their identity, express their emotions and develop resilience, confidence and a lifelong appreciation of the arts.
The Curriculum
We follow a broad and balanced Art and Design curriculum that builds on previous learning and provides both support and challenge for learners. We follow an Art and Design scheme that ensures progression of skills and covers all aspects of the Art and Design curriculum. 

All classes have a scheduled Art and Design unit of work taught every half term in EYFS and Years 1 and 2 and once a term in Years 3-6. 

Children’s work and pictures of their work will be stored on the school website for reference. We want to ensure that Art and Design is embedded in our whole school curriculum and that opportunities for enhancing learning by using art are always taken.

Teaching sequence

Research: Understanding the context, audience, or problem is crucial. Artists gather inspiration from surroundings, history, culture, or client needs, and may conduct research on materials, techniques, or visual trends 

Define: This stage involves clarifying the goals, constraints, and purpose of the artwork. Students define the problem they aim to solve or the message they want to convey, often creating a creative brief or outline 

Brainstorm: Students generate multiple ideas through sketches, mood-boards, or visual experiments. This encourages exploration of different approaches and fosters innovation 

Prototype (Experiment): students create early versions or drafts of the artwork to test concepts, compositions, and techniques. This stage allows for adjustments and refinement before committing to the final piece 

Test / Evaluate: Feedback is gathered from peers, mentors, or audiences. Students assess whether the work meets its intended purpose, communicates effectively, and aligns with aesthetic or functional goals 

Deliver / Finalise: The completed artwork is produced, presented, or installed. This stage may involve polishing details, preparing for exhibition, or adapting the work for different formats 


Planning

Long term planning is based on a combination of sources. All Art and Design units of work is taught in blocks so that children can master each skill or technique. Units are progressive in sequence both of individual lessons and progressive across the whole school, so that when a child returns to a unit (i.e. collage) they are building on their prior learning as identified on the medium term plans.
Key principles/ elements of art

The elements of art; colour, tone, shape and form, line, pattern and texture are taught in every year group. In KS1 these may be taught as an individual element across the whole unit of work. In lower key stage 2, each element may be examined as an individual lesson and combined for the final piece of art work. In upper key stage 2 these elements will be explored in conjunction with each other to develop an understanding that one or more of these elements may influence the others and drive the artwork’s composition or meaning.

Teaching and Learning

Warm-ups

As with all subjects, warm-ups and stretching are crucial to developing the right mindset for a subject. Just as in a PE lesson, we would stretch our muscles before kicking a ball; in art lessons we need to stretch our artistic muscles, prepare for creativity and imagination as well. Therefore, warm-ups are a vital part of the art learning structure.
Sketchbooks

At Mayespark every pupil has their own sketchbook. These are used to detail the art journey that the pupils take through each art unit as well as across their time at Mayespark. Pupils are encouraged to review these skecthbooks frequently at the beginning, during and at the end of each art unit and to reflect on the progress they have made as artists.

Sketchbooks are part of the child’s personal expression and all art should be appreciated and complimented by teachers but should not be altered by marking. Teachers will refer to the sketchbooks and final pieces of art work in order to assess and monitor each child’s progress.

Artwork

Artwork is created with the intention of being seen. With this in mind, teachers display work in the classrooms and corridors as much as possible. Each unit of work, the year group leader collects one or two excellent examples of work and all other work is sent home. We encourage the children to display their work at home as well.

Units cover
· Clay 

· Painting 

· Sketching

· Textiles and mixed media 

· Collage

· Still life observational drawings 

· Art movements theory (expressions, nature art and pointillism)  

Monitoring and Assessment
Our children enjoy and value Art and Design and know why they are doing things, not just how. Children will understand and appreciate the value of Art and Design in the context of their personal wellbeing and the creative and cultural industries as well as their many career opportunities. Progress in Art and Design is demonstrated through regularly reviewing and scrutinising children’s work, to ensure that progression of skills is taking place. 

Namely through:

· Looking at pupils’ work, especially over time as they gain skills and knowledge 

· Observing how they perform in lessons 

· Talking to them about what they know.

The Art and Design curriculum will contribute to children’s personal development in creativity, independence, judgement and self-reflection. This is seen in them being able to talk confidently about their work, and sharing their work with others. Progress will be shown through outcomes and through the important record of the process leading to them.

Children are given an art assessment during the same week as reading, mathematics and writing assessments take place. This encourages the children to view art and design as a subject that they can also show progression in. Children in years 2-6 are encouraged to look at their assessments from the previous year and discuss how their skills have developed and grown over the year.

	Term
	Medium
	Subject

	Autumn
	Sketch/ drawing
	Still life 

	Spring
	Watercolour painting
	Landscape 

	Summer
	Mixed media collage or 3D piece
	Observational drawings 


Inclusion and Equal Opportunities 

Mayespark Primary School recognises the importance of inclusion and ensures equal access to all pupils regardless of their ability, aptitude, race, religion, or gender. All teachers provide suitable learning opportunities for children, recognising that many children have individual needs and ensuring these needs are catered for in Art and Design lessons. This includes providing adult support and appropriate equipment and materials to enable all children to access the Art and Design curriculum. Teachers are aware of children who have a particular talent for Art and Design and aim to provide additional challenges for these children where appropriate.
Resources
Mayespark Primary School has a wide range of resources to support the teaching of Art and Design across the school. Classrooms have a range of basic resources, with the more specialised equipment kept in the Art and Design cupboard. 

Exhibitions and Competitions

Mayespark Primary School celebrate art with an end of year exhibition, this includes a range of pupils’ work from around the school. Competitions are designed and rolled out to all year groups throughout the year. 

Health and Safety

At Mayespark we take the health and safety of our children seriously and a general risk assessment is adhered to throughout the school day. Staff will ensure pupils have a tidy environment and enough space to work safely within and set high expectations of responsible behaviour in Art and Design lessons. It is the responsibility of the subject leader to pass on any relevant health and safety information to staff. It is the responsibility of the individual member of staff to ensure that they have read, understood and acted on this information. 
Role of the Subject Leader:

· To lead the development of Art and Design in the school;

· To provide guidance on the teaching and learning of Art and Design in school;

· To monitor the development of the Art and Design curriculum and give guidance on assessment, recording and reporting;

· To order, organise and maintain Art and Design resources;

· To keep up to date with local and national developments in Art and Design;

· To liaise competition details with pupils. 
PAGE  

