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	Children’s Leadership Team
 
	Date 
15 September 2026

	Report from: 
Andrea King, Director of Education

	Title of Report 
Redbridge School Term Dates 2027-28



Purpose
To finalise Redbridge Maintained School Term Dates for 2027/28 academic year following consultation with Headteachers and Chair of Governors

Background and National Context
School term dates
· [bookmark: _Hlk221136028]LAs are responsible for setting term dates for community and voluntary-controlled schools
· Schools must open to pupils for the equivalent of 190 days in the academic year
· Term dates usually include 195 days (190 school days + 5 days for INSET)
Directed time and In-service Education and Training (INSET)
· Directed time is when teachers are directed by their headteacher to be available for work
· Directed time must be no more than 1,265 hours per year and no more than 195 days
· The Headteacher and/or governing body are responsible for setting INSET and directed time 
· Schools can choose to disaggregate their INSET across the 190 school days rather than the 5 additional term days. This is a decision for the governing body and must be in consultation with staff and trade unions
 School opening times
· Under Section 32 of the Education Act 2002, school session times in local authority maintained schools are determined by the governing body
· The Government expects that state-funded mainstream schools should deliver a school week of at least 32.5 hours. 



Rationale for the Required Changes and Next Steps
The LA are required to consult on school term dates and did so with the Head and Chair of Governors of each maintained school between 16 December 2025 and 16 January 2026. We proposed four options for the academic year 2027/28 and these are details in ‘Appendix A: Redbridge School Term Dates 2027/28’. We propose that we finalise the dates provided below (option 4), as the preferred option for 47.6% of respondents:
· Thu 2 Sep to Fri 17 Dec 2027 (Half term Mon 25 Oct to Fri 29 Oct 2027)
· Tue 4 Jan to Fri 7 Apr 2028 (Half term Mon 14 Feb to Fri 18 Feb 2028)
· Mon 24 Apr to Fri 21 Jul 2028 (Half term Mon 29 May to Fri 2 Jun 2028)
CLT are requested to consider the School Term Dates 2027/28 consultation and outcomes in Appendix A and are requested to agree the proposal to implement option 4. Once dates are confirmed these will be published on www.redbridge.gov.uk alongside the current and next academic year term dates. 
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